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oo BY DE, SDRL JAGAN

January 15, 1981

Dear Friends, Brothers & Sisters:

For me, it is &n honour and & privilege to be associated with this beasutiful
event - the commemoration services of the 52nd Birth Anniversary of one of America's
most illustirious sons, dartin Luther King, Jr. By smy stendsrds, he must resk with
the greats of 5§r time. His contribution wes immesisurable, his coursge imrense.
ile shouldered his tasks, never flinching, in the bhoble traditions set by Trederick
Douglass, Dr. W.G.E. Dubois, Faul Robeson and other fighters for freedom and

liberation.

The magnitude of those tesks wus well-appreciated by me. A4s & student ut
Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1836-35 I had known whet was meant by
Jimerow and segregation - the faeilities from which blacks were excluded, the
partition in the middle of inexpensive cinemas, separating Blacks and Whites; the
geating of EBlacks in the rear of & street-car ss it moved zcross the staté-line

from Washingtor to Hast Virginis.

Black were regerded end treated as less than human. 7They were segrsgated and
hemmed-in ir ghettos. And, ss I myself experienced, it was practically the same
whether one was in Washington, in Harlem, FNew York, or in Chicago. WMy friend and
roca~mate Dr. Orrin Dummett shared with me a room in the Black district of wushington
D.C. surrounding Howard University. But in the nesr North aside of Chicago, we
couldn't de so; he secured & room in a Chureh, but only on condition thet he looked

after the heating system of the church and presbytery.

Jimerow and segregation hed a deep inmpact on the Black Americsn psyche - and,

let me add, affected students like me, coming from @« different, colonizl background.

















